AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
HELD IN THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
AT 150 SOUTH MAIN STREET, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA
ON MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018 AT 5:30 P.M.
***
Please note that the Work Session scheduled for 4:30 p.m. was cancelled.
***
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

DAVID W. HINTY, JR. (CHAIRMAN)
JOHN M. HIGGINS (VICE-CHAIRMAN)
RONNIE R. CAMPBELL
DANIEL E. LYONS
A.J. “JAY” LEWIS, II.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
AND CLERK TO THE BOARD:

SPENCER H. SUTER

COUNTY ATTORNEY:

VICKIE L. HUFFMAN
***

CALLED TO ORDER:
Chairman Hinty called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. He stated that
Supervisor Campbell would deliver the invocation for anyone who wished to
participate.
Prayer and Pledge:
Per request, Supervisor Campbell delivered the invocation and led in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Recognitions and Presentations:
Introduction of new employee:
Building Official Kenny Wilson introduced new employee Debbie Hostetter.
Ms. Hostetter was recently hired as the Building Attendant for the
Courthouse custodial position and came to the County with many years of
experience.
Citizens Comments:
Steve Reese of the Walkers Creek Magisterial District spoke on behalf of
the Fairfield Volunteer Rescue Squad where he serves as Chief. Mr. Reese
advised that there had been a false statement printed in The Rockbridge
Advocate reporting the Fairfield Rescue Squad as being unreliable. He
stated that, at times last year, there had been coverage issues. However,
those issues have since been resolved and shared proof via a response-tocalls sheet. Mr. Reese stated that there had been a 50% increase in
answered calls since October 2017 and has continued to improve over the
past 6 months to no missed calls for the past 2 months.

Supervisor Campbell agreed that there has been proof that the Fairfield
Rescue Squad was answering more calls. He then asked Captain Reese if he
minded explaining what was done in October to correct the issues.
Chief Reese explained that staff used to pick their own duty nights. Now,
he stated, he provides the schedule insuring there will be coverage.
Items to be added to the Agenda:
Chairman Hinty asked if anyone had items to add to the Agenda. No items
were added. However, County Administrator Spencer Suter advised that the
County would be posting the Blue Ridge Resource Authority’s published fee
schedule on the County website to assist with transparency.
Approval of the April 4, 2018 Budget Minutes, and the April 9, 2018
Regular Board Meeting Minutes:
Supervisor Campbell moved to approve the Minutes. Supervisor Lyons
provided the second, and the motion carried by the following roll call
vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Campbell, Lyons, Lewis, Higgins, Hinty
None
None
None

Consideration of the School Division Appropriation Resolution:
Finance Director Steven Bolster presented the School Division
Appropriation Resolution and recommended approval as presented.
Supervisor Higgins moved to approve the Schools Appropriation Resolution
as shown below. Supervisor Lewis provided the second, and the motion
carried by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Lewis, Lyons, Campbell, Hinty
None
None
None
***

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ROCKBRIDGE
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING,
150 SOUTH MAIN STREET, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA,
ON MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018 AT 5:30 P.M.
On motion by Supervisor ______, seconded by Supervisor _____, the
Board, by record vote adopted the following appropriation resolutions:
APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION
FUND 50

BE IT RESOLVED: By the Board of Supervisors of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, that the following appropriations are, and the same hereby are
made, for the period ending June 30, 2018 in FUND 50, SCHOOL FUND and
expended as follows:
Additional Revenue Sources
4-50-62120-5807-902-000-000 Support.................... $2,224.00
4-50-63200-1582-903-600-000 Salary - Transportation... $16,640.00
4-50-64400-8104-904-000-000 Capital.................. $151,673.00
Subtotal
$170,537.00
New Grant
Perkins CTE 2017
4-50-61100-3160-390-300-872 Purchased Services........... $786.00
Subtotal
$786.00
TOTAL FUND 50 APPROPRIATIONS

$171,323.00
***

Outdoor Event Application for Boxerwood Education:
Director of Community Development Sam Crickenberger presented the Outdoor
Event Application for Boxerwood Education Association for its annual
summer concert. He then introduced Boxerwood representative Amanda Conway,
who was present.
Ms. Conway advised that Boxerwood experienced a large increase in
attendees to the concert last year, some from outside the area, and that
this year they plan to have all local bands.
Supervisor Higgins moved to approve the Outdoor Event Application for
Boxerwood. Supervisor Campbell provided the second, and the motion carried
by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Campbell, Lyons, Lewis, Hinty
None
None
None

Consideration of Authorizing a Special Exception Permit Application for
Virginia Horse Center (VHC) Athletic Fields:
County Administrator Spencer Suter briefly reviewed his Board Report shown
below:
“Over the past year, we have worked with the local residents, Perkins and
Orrison, and the Virginia Horse Center to move forward with plans for

youth athletic fields at the Virginia Horse Center off Alphin Lane.
The
six acre tract designated for the project is the subject of a long-term
lease (attached) executed between the County and the VHC in December.
This has been a somewhat complicated process, and currently there are
three parallel actions underway:
1) An escrow and purchase agreement between the County, the VHC and
Cornerstone Bank. This agreement memorializes the County’s
commitment to place in escrow $135,850, securing a loan for which the
proposed athletic field parcel serves as collateral, thus freeing the
property for field development. As a protection of the investment in
field development, it also provides that the property would
transition to County-ownership, should Cornerstone draw on the escrow
fund due to a default on the loan. Presently, the VHC has some
concerns about the legal terms in the draft and we are working
through them.
2) A collateral swap between the USDA and Cornerstone Bank. The plans
for the fields span portions of two parcels – one pledged as
collateral for the Cornerstone loan and one pledged as collateral for
the USDA loan. Thus, we are working with the VHC and USDA on a deed
of trust modification for exchange of security, such that the portion
of leased area subject to the USDA deed of trust will be free and
clear as collateral for that loan.
3) Application for Special Exception Permit for Public Athletic Fields
in an A-T zone. In that the proposed use as public athletic fields
requires a special exception permit, with review by the Planning
Commission and the Board of Supervisors, we wanted to get it started
now, in parallel with the above actions.”
He then noted that the purpose of this presentation was to request that
the Board authorize submission of the special exception permit application
for processing and subsequent review by the Planning Commission.
Supervisor Lewis shared his support of submission of the application,
stating that the Board should support creation of athletic fields, in any
way possible.
Supervisor Higgins asked Mr. Suter when he thought the concerns the VHC
has pertaining to the legal terms in the draft escrow and purchase
agreement would be resolved.
Mr. Suter replied, “hopefully by next week.” He noted that he would be out
of town for a few days, however, Ms. Huffman was helping resolve the
issues.
Chairman Hinty shared his support.

Supervisor Lewis moved to authorize submission of the special exception
permit application for processing and subsequent review by the Planning
Commission. Supervisor Higgins provided the second, and the motion carried
by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Lewis, Higgins, Lyons, Campbell, Hinty
None
None
None

Appointments:
Consideration of EDA Appointment- Gerry Locher- Term Expired 4/10/18
(This appointment was carried over from the April 9th meeting)
Supervisor Higgins noted that, per request during the April 9th meeting, he
had spoken to Mr. Locher to see if he was willing to continue serving on
the EDA. He stated that Mr. Locher was interested in being reappointed
noting that as a longtime member of the EDA, he felt he was an asset.
Supervisor Higgins moved to reappoint Gerry Locher to the EDA. Supervisor
Lewis provided the second, noting his concern about not having
representation from the Walkers Creek District this year following the
current representatives pending move to another district. He asked that
the membership be reevaluated after his district’s representative moves,
while sharing his appreciation of Mr. Locher’s lengthy service on the EDA
and for his willingness to continue serving. The motion carried by the
following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Lewis, Lyons, Campbell, Hinty
None
None
None

Chairman Hinty asked that, for the record, the Board likes to see
representation from each magisterial district on boards and committees
with the understanding that some Boards and Commissions are “at-large”
appointments.
Consideration of Planning Commission Appointment- David Winston- Term
Expires 5/11/18:
Supervisor Higgins advised that the Board had three (3) applicants to
consider and that all three applicants would serve well. He stated that
Mr. Winston who is currently serving was willing to be reappointed; that
an application from Jonathan Tarris was received; and also one from
Kimberly Hines.
Supervisor Higgins moved to nominate Kimberly Hines to the Planning
Commission. Supervisor Campbell provided the second, and the motion
carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Campbell, Lyons, Lewis, Hinty
None
None
None

Break:
Chairman Hinty called for a break at 5:48 p.m. until the Public Hearings
could be heard at 6:00 p.m.
Reconvene:
Chairman Hinty reconvened the meeting at 6:02 p.m.
Public Hearings:
Chairman Hinty reorganized the Public Hearings from what was listed on the
Agenda to provide additional time for applicants to arrive.
Specify Placement of County Decals:
County Attorney Vickie Huffman briefly reviewed her Board Report shown
below:
“The Department of State Police proposed amendments to the Virginia
Administrative Code (19VAC30-70-50: Approval stickers and decals and
19VAC30-70-210: Glass and glazing) to relocate state inspection stickers
from the center of the windshield to the front lower left corner of the
windshield when viewed from the inside of the vehicle, for all vehicles
with a windshield. Adjustments are provided for vehicles equipped with
heating and grid elements on the inside of the windshield. On passenger
vehicles without a windshield, the state sticker is to be placed on or
under the dash and protected in some manner from the weather.
The sticker issued for a motorcycle is to be affixed to the left side of
the cycle where it will be most visible after mounting. Pursuant to Va.
Code §46.2-1163, approved March 19, 2018, the sticker may be placed on a
plate on the left side where it will be most visible and securely fastened
to the motorcycle for the purpose of displaying the sticker, and may be
placed horizontally or vertically.
For trailers required to be inspected, the state stickers are to be placed
on the left side of the trailer near the front corner, and must be affixed
to the body or frame. In those instances where a metal back container
with a removable transparent cover has been permanently affixed to the
trailer body, the sticker may be glued to it.
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION:
In accordance with 19VAC30-70-210, the normal location for the county
sticker is adjacent to the right side of the official inspection sticker
when viewed from inside the vehicle. The top edge of the County sticker
is to be approximately four (4) inches from the bottom of the windshield
and is to be located outside the area swept by the windshield wipers. The
left side edge of the decal, adjacent to the official inspection sticker,
shall not be more than ¼ inch from the right edge of the official
inspection sticker when viewed from inside the vehicle.

Since County Code Section 25-102 currently provides that the County decal
be placed to the right of the inspection sticker, this provision is, and
would continue to be, in compliance with the Virginia Administrative Code.
However, the proposed Ordinance includes the additional specifications
above, as well as amendments for placement of decals on trailers and semitrailers, and on motorcycles and motor bikes, corresponding with the state
regulations.
The practical effect is that the County decal is to be moved only when the
state inspection sticker is moved. However, due to concerns with
relocating the County decal, the Board has directed that vehicle owners be
allowed to relocate their decals when their next County decal is obtained.
The proposed Ordinance includes provision for a transition period that
would permit a County decal to remain in its current location until the
next County decal is obtained, but no later than April 15, 2019. Please
be aware, however, that 19VAC30-70-210 provides as follows:
NOTE: Any Virginia registered vehicle displaying a valid sticker or decal
required by a county, town, or city is permitted by the superintendent [of
state police] to remain in its current location through December 31, 2018,
unless such location conflicts with the inspection sticker placement. This
provision will afford localities time to enact changes to regulations
governing required stickers or decals that may be impacted by the 2018
inspection sticker placement change.”
Chairman Hinty opened the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m. There were no
comments. Chairman Hinty closed the Public Hearing.
Supervisor Campbell moved to adopt the Ordinance shown below. Supervisor
Higgins provided the second, and the motion carried by the following roll
call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Campbell, Higgins, Lyons, Lewis, Hinty
None
None
None
***

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES ON MONDAY,
APRIL 23, 2018
Ordinance to Amend and Reenact Section 25-102 of Article IV – Motor Vehicle License
Tax in Chapter 25 – Taxation, of the Rockbridge County Code, to Specify Placement of
County Decals on Motor Vehicles, Trailers and Motor Cycles

1.
BE IT ENACTED by the Rockbridge County Board of Supervisors that, in accordance with, and from
time to time may be amended, pursuant to Section 58.1-3515, et seq., in Chapter 35 of Title 58.1 of the Code of
Virginia (1950, as amended), Section 25-102 of Article IV in Chapter 25 – TAXATION of the Rockbridge
County Code be and hereby is amended and reenacted as follows:

ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY CODE
Chapter 25
TAXATION
****
ARTICLE IV. MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAX
****
Sec. 25-102. Issuing license decals.
Any person, firm or corporation coming under the provisions of this Article shall make application for license
upon forms prescribed by the Treasurer of the County, and upon payment of the required tax shall be issued as
evidence decals which shall be conspicuously placed to the right of the inspection sticker on the windshield of
the vehicle so licensed in such manner as to be plainly visible in the manner prescribed for state automobile
inspection decals. The top edge of the decal is to be approximately four (4) inches from the bottom of the
windshield. The left side edge of the decal, adjacent to the official inspection sticker, shall not be more than ¼
inch from the right edge of the official inspection sticker when viewed from inside the vehicle. On all trailers
and semi-trailers, the decal must be affixed to the trailer body or frame and shall be placed on the left side of the
trailer near the front corner, adjacent to the right side of the official state inspection sticker when viewed from
the inside of the trailer or semi-trailer. On all motorcycles and motor bikes, the decal is to be placed on the left
side of the cycle where it will be most visible after mounting, adjacent to the right side of the state inspection
sticker, or may be placed to the right of the state inspection sticker on a plate securely fastened on the left side
of the motorcycle where it will be most visible, if adequate space is available without overlapping the state
inspection sticker. Failure to display such decals shall be a violation of this Article, even though the license tax
has been paid. No such decals shall be placed upon any other vehicle other than that for which it was issued,
but such decals may be transferred from one vehicle to another in the same manner and under the same
conditions as provided by the laws governing the transfer of state license tags, except that a fee of one dollar
($1.00) shall be charged. In addition, the decal is to be removed and placed in the proper position upon the new
vehicle. In the event said decal is destroyed in process of transfer, the owner shall be issued a new decal in
accordance with Section 25-103 of this Article.
(Ord. of 9-23-85, §7; Ord. of 6-28-93, §7)
State law reference(s)--Authority for above Section, Code of Virginia, §46.2-752.
2.

Transition Period. This Ordinance shall be effective on and from the date of adoption; provided,

however, that any County decal placed in the center of the vehicle windshield may remain in such location after
relocation of the official state inspection sticker, until the next County decal is obtained, but in any event, the
County decal shall be relocated adjacent to the official state inspection sticker as provided herein no later than
April 15, 2019.
Adopted this______ day of April, 2018.”
***

Budget Public Hearing:
Finance Director Steven Bolster briefly reviewed his Board Report shown
below:
“The Board of Supervisors approved the advertisement of the FY 2019 draft
budget and public hearing notice at a regularly scheduled meeting on April
9th. The public hearing notice was advertised in the News-Gazette on April
11th and 18th. There are no changes to report from the April 9th request
to advertise agenda report.
Tonight’s public hearing represents the sixth public meeting involving the
proposed FY 2019 County budget. The presented budget updates, to include
public notices, are available on the County’s budget webpage – arranged in
presentation order. The final, advertised budget for the public hearing is
attached; hard copies will be provided for the meeting.
Following the public hearing, the next step in the process would be
consideration of budget adoption, currently scheduled for Tuesday, May 1st
in the Board of Supervisors meeting room at 6:00 PM.”
Chairman Hinty and Supervisor Lewis disclosed the following: “As my wife
is an employee of the Rockbridge County School Board, I have a personal
interest in the consideration and adoption of the budget under the
Conflict of Interest Act. However, I am not disqualified from
participation in the adoption of the County budget. My disclosure
statement is on file with the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors.”
Chairman Hinty opened the Public Hearing at 6:06 p.m. There were no
comments. Chairman Hinty then closed the Public Hearing at 6:07 p.m.
Continued Public Hearing for a Special Exception Permit for a Holding Yard
in B-1 to RYT LLC (Robert Young Towing): (This item was carried over from
the February 26th meeting until March 26th and then continued from March
26th to April 23rd)
Assistant Director of Community Development Chris Slaydon briefly reviewed
the Board Report shown below:
“Discussion continues on Robert Young’s application for a special
exception permit to operate an automobile holding yard in the General
Business District (B-1) per Section 605.03-16 of the Land Development
Regulations and Section 16-103 of the County Code. As discussed, this is
the former Ferguson Grocery Store which Mr. Young has been operating out
of for nine years with a business license as a towing operator. His
business license was issued before our office was involved in the review
process and was an oversight that he was also storing vehicles. Following
the initial review, we met on site to discuss landscaping options that
made the most sense for reducing the visual impact in this corridor and
gateway to Natural Bridge. The enclosed plan prepared by staff is our
recommendation for landscaping and cleaning up the site. Mr. Young has
provided an updated fencing plan.”

Mr. Slaydon explained that Mr. Young’s plan for screening does not satisfy
what is being recommended; therefore, he has asked Mr. Young for an
updated plan. Mr. Slaydon advised that the revised plan had not been
received and the applicant was not present to answer questions.
Chairman Hinty continued this Public Hearing once more until to provide
additional time for Mr. Young to present a satisfactory screening plan and
could also be present for the Board Meeting. The Public Hearing was
continued until May 28th to provide adequate time for advertisement.
Supervisor Higgins asked that it be made clear to the applicant that he
has now missed two (2) Board meetings and he must provide the materials in
a timely fashion.

Douglas and Jo Anna Harris- Rezone from B-1 to A-T and Special Exception
Permit:
Mr. Slaydon briefly reviewed the Board Report shown below:
“Douglas and Jo Anna Harris have applied to rezone 1.35 acres from B-1 to
A-T and applied for a special exception permit to operate a dog grooming
business out of their home in an A-T district per Section 603B.03-4 of the
Regulations. This former Horse Center property off of Alphin Lane had
been rezoned from A-2 to B-1 in 2004 by Blue Ridge Christian Homes as the
applicant for a 20 unit assisted living center. The project never got off
of the ground and the property ended up being gifted to the Horse Center
by Eldridge Pultz, the owner at the time. The Horse Center has been
renting the house to the Harris’s for some time and has recently sold it
to them. Animals will not be boarded as a part of the grooming business.
The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the rezoning and the
special exception permit. Conditions associated with the special exception
permit are outline in Ms. Huffman’s ordinance.”
Applicant Douglas Harris explained that he and his wife wishes to be in
compliance with code and permit requirements and therefore are seeking
adoption of the rezoning and Special Exception Permit. He added that his
wife’s passion is dog training and grooming and wished to start a small
business providing those services for citizens as a supplemental income
for the family. He added that they have been really mindful of their
neighbors when considering this idea.
Chairman Hinty opened the Public Hearing on the rezoning at 6:14 p.m.
There were no comments. Chairman Hinty then closed the Public Hearing.
Supervisor Campbell moved to adopt the Ordinance shown below. Supervisor
Lyons provided the second, and the motion carried by the following roll
call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:

Campbell, Lyons, Campbell, Lewis, Hinty
None

ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

None
None
***

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES ON MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018
Ordinance to Change the Zoning Classification from General Business District (B1) to Agricultural Transitional District (A-T) of Two Parcels of Land, Containing a
Total of 1.35 Acres (Tax Map #61-3-7 and # 61-3-8) Located on the North Side of
Alphin Lane in the Walkers Creek Magisterial District of Rockbridge County,
Owned By Douglas L. Harris and Jo Anna M. Harris
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on this matter on April 11, 2018,
and recommended approval of the application to the Board; and,
WHEREAS, legal notice has been provided in accordance with §15.2-2204 of the Code of
Virginia (1950, as amended) and in accordance with the Rockbridge County Land Development
Regulations; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has held a public hearing on this matter on April 23,
2018; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has determined that the rezoning of the property would
generally promote the health, safety and general welfare of the public, and that it accomplishes one
or more of the objectives set forth in §15.2-2200 of the Code of Virginia (1950, as amended), and
serves one or more of the purposes set forth in §15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, as follows:
1.

That the zoning classification of two parcels of land, containing a total of 1.35 acres,

located on the north side of Alphin Lane in the Walkers Creek Magisterial District of Rockbridge
County, identified upon the Rockbridge County Land Records as Tax Map # 61-3-7 and #61-3-8,
owned by Douglas L. Harris and Jo Anna M. Harris, be and hereby is changed from General
Business District (B-1) to Agricultural Transitional District (A-T).

2.

That this action is taken upon the application of the property owners, Douglas L. Harris

and Jo Anna M. Harris.
3.

That this ordinance shall be effective on the date of its adoption. All ordinances or parts

of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. The Zoning
Administrator is directed to amend the zoning district map to reflect the change in zoning
classification authorized by this ordinance.
Adopted this

day of April, 2018.

***
Mr. Slaydon read aloud the proposed Conditions for the Special Exception
Permit.
Mr. Harris reiterated that this would not be a full time business but a
small business for supplemental income and that they have been mindful of
their neighbors throughout the process and that they have a good
relationship with their neighbors.
Chairman Hinty then opened the Public Hearing on the Special Exception
Permit at 6:17 p.m. There were no comments. Chairman Hinty then closed the
Public Hearing.
Supervisor Lewis asked if the Conditions were similar to previously
approved kennel operations in the past.
Mr. Slaydon replied that the Conditions were crafted specifically for the
Harris’ business. However, he stated that the Conditions to limit the
number of dogs associated with the business was an attempt to reduce the
impact on neighboring properties.
Supervisor Lewis moved to adopt the Ordinance shown below. Supervisor
Campbell provided the second, and the motion carried by the following roll
call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Lewis, Campbell, Lyons, Higgins, Hinty
None
None
None
***

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES ON MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018
Ordinance Granting a Special Exception Permit to Douglas L. Harris and Jo Anna
M. Harris to Operate a Dog Grooming and Training Business on Their Property
Per Section 603B.03-4 of the Land Development Regulations in the Agricultural

Transitional District (A-T), Located at 272 Alphin Lane in the Walkers Creek
Magisterial District, Identified as Tax Map # 61-3-7 and # 61-3-8
WHEREAS, Douglas L. Harris and Jo Anna M. Harris, the applicants and owners, have
applied for a special exception permit to operate a dog grooming and training business on their
property, consisting of 1.317 acres, more or less, located at 272 Alphin Lane, identified as Tax Map
#61-3-7 and #61-3-8, in the Walkers Creek Magisterial District; and,
WHEREAS, by Ordinance adopted immediately prior hereto, the subject property was rezoned
to Agricultural Transitional District (A-T), and a dog grooming and training business is a use requiring
a special exception permit per Section 603B.03-4 of the Rockbridge County Land Development
Regulations; and,
WHEREAS, the Rockbridge County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the
application on April 11, 2018, and recommended approval with the conditions in Exhibit A attached
hereto; and,
WHEREAS, legal notice and advertisement has been provided in accordance with §15.2-2204
of the Code of Virginia (1950, as amended) and in accordance with the Rockbridge County Land
Development Regulations; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has held a public hearing on this matter on April 23,
2018; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, after review of the application and all other
documentation submitted by the applicants, the Planning Commission and the public, after due
consideration to the presentations and comments at the public hearing hereon, and after evaluation of
the factors set forth in §802.03-5 of the Rockbridge County Land Development Regulations, finds and
determines that, with the specified conditions, the proposed use is consistent with the Comprehensive
Plan, the policies of Rockbridge County and the public interest.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, as follows:

1.

That the Board of Supervisors finds that the granting of a special exception permit to

Douglas L. Harris and Jo Anna M. Harris to operate a dog grooming and training business on their
property, containing a total of 1.317 acres, more or less, located at 272 Alphin Lane, identified as Tax
Map #61-3-7 and #61-3-8, in the Walkers Creek Magisterial District, in the Agricultural Transitional
District (A-T), is substantially in accord with the Comprehensive Plan of the County adopted pursuant
to the provisions of Section 15.2-2232 of the Code of Virginia (1950, as amended), with and subject
to the conditions as set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein.
2.

That this ordinance shall be effective on and from the date of its adoption.

All

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall be, and the
same hereby are, repealed.
Adopted this

day of April, 2018.
EXHIBIT A
SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT CONDITIONS
Douglas L. Harris and Jo Ann Harris

1.

The business shall be limited to dog grooming and training.

2.

No more than four (4) dogs allowed on the property at one time for grooming.

3.

No more than two (2) dogs allowed on the property at one time for training.

4.

No overnight boarding permitted.

5.

The hours of operations shall be limited to 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m.
***

Midland Trail Partners, LLC.- Rezone from R-1 to B-1:
Mr. Slaydon briefly reviewed the Agenda Item shown below:
“Midland Trail Properties has applied to conditionally rezone 9.1 acres
(Southland Trace) from R-1 to B-1 in order to utilize former student
rental units for short term rentals per Section 605.02-38 of the
Regulations. Property is located on the north side of West Midland Trail
just past Bell Road. Short term rentals are only allowed in R-1 by special
exception as a B&B Homestay and the owner does not live on the property.
Consideration was given to rezoning to A-T to qualify as a B&B Inn but
density is an issue. A B&B Inn is a permitted use in B-1. See proposed
proffers associated with this conditional rezoning. The Planning

Commission has recommended approval of the conditional rezoning and
acceptance of the proffers.”
Representative of the applicants Russ Orrison of Perkins and Orrison was
present for questions. He stated that in order to comply with code, the
rezoning is a necessity.
Chairman Hinty opened the Public Hearing at 6:23 p.m. There were no
comments. Chairman Hinty closed the Public Hearing.
Supervisor Campbell commended the applicants for doing the right thing and
trying to be in compliance.
Supervisor Campbell moved to adopt the Ordinance shown below. Supervisor
Higgins provided the second, and the motion carried by the following roll
call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Campbell, Higgins, Lyons, Lewis, Hinty
None
None
None
***

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, HELD AT THE ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES ON MONDAY, April 23, 2018
Ordinance to Change the Zoning Classification from Residential General District (R-1)
to General Business District (B-1), With Conditions, of Three Parcels of Land,
Containing a Total of 9.1 +/- Acres (Tax Map # 60-14-A1, # 60-14-A and # 60-14-B),
Owned By Midland Trail Partners, LLC, Located Along Southland Trace on the North
Side of West Midland Trail in the Kerrs Creek Magisterial District
WHEREAS, the Rockbridge County Planning Commission held a public hearing on this matter on
April 11, 2018, and recommended to the Board of Supervisors that the proposed zoning classification
amendment, with acceptance of proffered conditions, be adopted; and,
WHEREAS, legal notice and advertisement has been provided in accordance with §15.2-2204 of
the Code of Virginia (1950, as amended) and in accordance with the Rockbridge County Land
Development Regulations; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors held a public hearing on this matter on April 23, 2018; and,
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has determined that the conditional rezoning of the subject
parcels of land would generally promote the health, safety, convenience and general welfare of the public,
and that it accomplishes one or more of the objectives set forth in §15.2-2200 of the Code of Virginia

(1950, as amended), and serves one or more of the purposes set forth in §15.2-2283 of the Code of
Virginia.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, as follows:
1.

That the zoning classification of three (3) parcels of land, containing a total of 9.1 acres,

more or less, identified upon the Rockbridge County Land Records as Tax Map # 60-14-A1, # 60-14-A,
and # 60-14-B, located along Southland Trace on the north side of West Midland Trail, .25 miles west of
Bell Road, in the Kerrs Creek Magisterial District of Rockbridge County, is hereby changed from
Residential General District (R-1) to General Business District (B-1), with and subject to the conditions
voluntarily proffered in writing by the owner/applicant, Midland Trail Partners, LLC, as set forth on Exhibit
A attached hereto and incorporated herein, and which the Board of Supervisors of Rockbridge County
hereby accepts, contingent upon the required approvals by the Virginia Department of Transportation, the
Virginia Health Department, the Rockbridge County Public Service Authority, and the Rockbridge County
Building Department.
2.

That this action is taken upon the application of the property owner, Midland Trail Partners,

3.

That this ordinance shall be effective on the date of its adoption. All ordinances or parts of

LLC.

ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. The Zoning Administrator
is directed to amend the zoning district map to reflect the change in zoning classification authorized by
this ordinance.

Closed Meeting:.
At 6:27 p.m., Supervisor Lyons moved to enter into a Closed Meeting as
permitted by Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1), a personnel matter
involving performance evaluation, job assignments or salaries of specific
officers, appointees or employees. Supervisor Campbell provided the
second, and the motion carried by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Lyons, Campbell, Lewis, Higgins, Hinty
None
None
None

At 6:45 p.m., Supervisor Higgins moved to reconvene in open session
following the Closed Meeting. Supervisor Lewis provided the second, and
the motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Lewis, Lyons, Campbell, Hinty
None
None
None

Supervisor Higgins moved that the Board certify that, in the closed
meeting just concluded, to the best of each member's knowledge, nothing
was heard, discussed or considered except the matter or matters (1)
specifically identified in the motion to convene in closed session and (2)
lawfully permitted to be so discussed as exempt from open meeting
requirements under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act cited in that motion. Supervisor Lewis provided the second, and the
motion carried by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NAYES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Higgins, Lewis, Lyons, Campbell, Hinty
None
None
None

Adjournment:
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.

